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is buiit. They are the principles, from which the whole
system of demonstrated and demonstrable truths must be
derived"/5 Thus, Joachim thinks that Descartes gives us
a system of truths which has rigorous logical coherence
from the self-evident datum/ so that it forms a net-work or
chains of propositions, each of which is grasped by the
intellect as the necessary consequent of a link or links intui-
ted as indubitable truths. Joachim of course does not give
Descartes the full credit of an advocate of the theory of
coherence, but only says that an interpretation of the co-
herence theory may be put up on Descartes' position as a
whole, though Descartes does not go far enough to give us
the cardinal principle of coherence which lies in the organi-
sation and not in mere colligation or linking of propositions
even if they are intuitively grasped. We can conclude then
that although a careful collation of Descartes' writing in his
different works may lead one to attribute to him an inchoate
conception of the coherence theory of truth, yet one would
hesitate to interpret Descartes a fuSS-fledged advocate of
the theory of coherence for simple reason that this ideal of
knowledge does not mean a really coherent system of truths,
but only a system in which different self-evident data stand
out as relatively self-dependent truths linked or colligated
together but unaltered by their position within the whole.

The theory of coherence perhaps goes farthest into
the problem in so far as it strikes the very key note in the
universe as a whole, in which facts and ideas and their
accordance are never isolated from one another, but are
necessary aspects or elements which form themselves into
more or less co-ordinated system within the whole, its
importance lies in the fact that it establishes the essential
character of the intellectual or logical structure of the
human constitution, exposes the inessential or accidental
contributions of the psychological and the biological, and
points to the metaphysical structure of our constitution. In
plain language, for the the problem of truth logical consis-
tency among the elements of experience is certainly neces-
sary, but it cannot stop there and must go beyond and refer
to reality as a while for its comprehensiveness. Self-evidence